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between two such Powers may have very serious consequences.9'l
It certainly shocked what remained of the conscience of Europe.
King George when he heard the news could scarcely credit it.2 But
countries within the Jacobins* reach took a more realistic view and
followed Prussia's example. Tuscany even managed to make peace
before her. In May the new Dutch or Batavian Republic concluded
an alliance with France, granting her the use of its fleet against
Britain, an annual tribute of four and a half millions and the per-
manent maintenance of a French army in Holland. Luxemburg
surrendered in June, and Sweden made peace in the same month.
In July Spain withdrew from the Coalition, ceding Hispaniola to
the Republic and secretly promising to use her influence to turn
Portugal against England. Only Austria, little Piedmont and the
Two Sicilies remained languidly faithful to the Grand Alliance.
All were far away from Britain. Between them and her lay vic-
torious France with its dependent population swollen by conquest
from twenty-six to thirty-five millions, " Dread and terrible times,"
noted Woodforde in his diary, " appear to be near at hand."
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